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CARTER G. WOODSON 
1875-1950

African-American writer and historian 
known as the Father of Black History.
When he established Negro History week 
in 1926, he realized the importance 
of providing a theme to focus the a
ttention of the public. The intention 
has never been to dictate or limit the 
exploration of the Black experience, 
but to bring to the publics attention 
important developments that merit 
emphasis. He penned the influential 
book “The Mis-Education of the Negro”
with its focus on the African-American 
self-empowerment.
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HIRAM RHODES REVELS  
1827-1901

FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN UNITED STATES SENATORFIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN UNITED STATES SENATOR

Revels was a minister who, in 1870, 
became the first African-American 
United States senator, representing the 
state of Mississippi(

 
Despite being born in the South in a 
time of widespread slavery, Revels was 
a member of a free family. He 
participated in the Civil War, 
organizing two black regiments for the 
Union Army. As a senator he advocated 
compromise and moderation. He supported 
racial equality and worked to reassure 
his fellow senators about the 
capability of African Americans.

Feb 1870 to March 
1871)



ALEXANDER L.TWILIGHT 
1795-1857

FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO RECEIVE 
A DEGREE FROM AN AMERICAN COLLEGE
FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO RECEIVE 
A DEGREE FROM AN AMERICAN COLLEGE

Alexander Lucius Twilight was an American 
educator, minister and politician. 
He is the first African-American man 
known to have earned a bachelor's degree 
from an American college or university, 
graduating from Middlebury College in 
1823. He was licensed as a Congregational 
preacher and worked in education and 
ministry all his career.
In 1836 he was the first African-American 
elected as a state legislator, serving in 
the Vermont House of Representatives; he 
was also the only African-American ever 
elected to a state legislature before the 
Civil War. 



FREEDOMS JOURNAL 
1827-1929

FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN OWNED AND OPERATED NEWSPAPERFIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN OWNED AND OPERATED NEWSPAPER

Freedom's Journal was the first 
African-American owned and operated 
newspaper published in the United 
States.[1] Founded by Rev. Peter 
Williams, Jr. and other free black men 
in New York City, it was published 
weekly. During this time, the free 
black American population in the U.S 
was about 300,000. From the first 
issue:  "Too long have others spoken 
for us, too long has the public been 
deceived by misrepresentations…."  
They wanted the newspaper to strengthen 
the autonomy and common identity of 
African Americans in society.



MAYOR TAYLOR 
1878-1932

FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO ACHIEVE 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP IN ANY SPORT
FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN TO ACHIEVE 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP IN ANY SPORT

Marshall Walter "Major" Taylor was an 
American professional cyclist.Taylor 
won the sprint event at the 1899 world 
track championships to become the first 
African American to achieve the level 
of world champion . 
Throughout his career he challenged the 
racial prejudice he encountered on and 
off the track and became a pioneering 
role model for other athletes facing 
racial discrimination.At the peak of 
his cycling career, Taylor established 
seven world records. Several cycling 
clubs, trails, and events in the U.S. 
have been named in his honor.



JOHN B. TAYLOR JR. 
1882-1908

FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL WINNERFIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL WINNER

John Baxter Taylor Jr. was an American 
track and field athlete, notable as the 
first African American to win an Olympic 
gold medal.  
He was born in Washington D.C. to former 
slaves. 
Less than five months after returning 
from the Olympic Games in London, 
Taylor died of typhoid fever on 2 
December 1908 at the age of 26. In his 
obituary, The New York Times called him 
the world's greatest black runner.



SHIRLEY CHISHOLM 
1924-2005

FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN ELECTED 
TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS
FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN ELECTED 
TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Shirley Anita Chisholm was an American 
politician, educator, and author.
In 1968, she became the first black woman 
elected to the United States Congress. All 
those Chisholm hired for her office were 
women; half of these were black. Chisholm 
said that she had faced much more 
discrimination during her career because 
she was a woman than because of her race. 
In 1972, she became the first black 
candidate for a major party's nomination 
for President of the US, and the first 
woman to run for the Democratic Party's 
presidential nomination
In 2015, Chisholm was posthumously awarded 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom
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